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The pepnlar femwnes and snpemtxtmns con-
nected with'the’ commencement of the New Year
can probably be dcrn'ed from an earher peried of
entrqurty than any. other now-emstmg customs.
History tells us that the pracnce of giving - New-
Year's gifts originated with Tarivs, King of the
Sabines, who reigned at Rome- conJomtly with
Romuvrvs, about 2,600 years ago. Having con-
gidered as a good omen a’ present made on_ that’

day of some branches, cut in a wood Loneecrated to .

the "eddess Strenia, he : authorized the custom, and
ealled the gifts strenae, from the goddess, who
thenceforth became their divinity. The practice
was . afterwards carried to a great extent in Rome,
it beipg the habit for clients to presens their pa-
trons with varions articles which, of whatever
value they might be, it was necessary to accom-
pany with a sm.rll plece of s.lver, for th(,. eahe of-
“Juck.”. ~: T

The Remans,' although they celebrated l\ew..
Year.sl)ay. as an: 1;important festival; took Care noi
to passt] Ay in idleness, for if they- did, so so-
perstition taught them, they would effect nothmﬂ' |
dering the year but. spend ‘- all their time in
sloth, er useless endeavors. If the contrary of
this rule Lolds good, (and *“it’s & poor rulé which
don’t work Loth ways,”) how busy our fashionable
gemlemen will ke during the year, if they indulge
largely in making calls to-day.

In- after times, it became the practice to present
gifts'tc the Emperors and receive others in return.
‘{ iIcERITS, bowever, was annoyed by the custom
sed did his Lest to put astop to it, and though
rewwd hy many. later emperor 1l; gradu‘\ll.} fell
into disuse. :

The early Christians condemned New-Year's
gift> as smackivg too much of heathemsm, but
vhen, “after the lapse ef time, the origin of the
practice was forgotton, and thev were only looked
u;en as tokens of love and fnendsh,lp, rhey were
again considered orthodox.

Some,. of the ladies and gentlemen connected
with the.cearly churchcs seem, however, to have
teen inclined to continue various sports to which
ttey had Lieen accustomed before their conversion ;
for we find 87. MAx1vvus and PETER CurYSOLOGUS
declaiming sgainst the practicc of Christians
“running around the streets masked, in imitation
of the superstizions of the Gentiles,” and in some
of the very aucient missals thers stands written in
the mcss of the dav. “ Yisse ad prokibendum ob

lioas.”

.,.-.

Year’s day until the sixth century, when Chnetmas,
having been lega_l}y msut.uted, the custom-was, in -
most countries transferred to that day. But, of.
couree, such an event-as the end of an old year and
t' e commencement of a new, would ever be a
czuse for various manners and superstitions, and
aceordingly we find them practiced on New-Year's
eve znud day in all European countries. One cus-
tcm there is which prevails in all, and which
smacks exceedingly of the * almighty dollar,”
1t is for disguised persons to go from hounse to
Lcuse, singing songs and obtaining money in return,
1 Lis is met-with in all lunds.
NEW-YEAR'S IN RUSSIA. .
In Russia New Year's eve is celebrated with

great unanimity, and numerous are the methods
veed ty both high and low society to anticipate
tte knowledge of the events of the coming
vear. The night is usually spent in social par-
;.ies, ar.d as the witching hour approaches, all
get ready for the ceremonies. Awmeong these is the
pructice of pouring melted wax or lead into a basin
of cold warer, and then {from the shape it assumes,
pregnosticating the fate of the person who poured
it. 't hose who do the thing only for sport, of course
frd the priucipal pleasure in the iaterpretation
pit upon these forms ; but there are thousands who

frmly believein the sign, und to whom the result England, New-Year’s Day is not much observed,

is a matter of much in:portance.

Arotker way is totzke two bowls of water, to
tke inside edges of which pieces of paper are affix-
€d, on which are written the names of the single
Izdies snd gentlemen present, a Lowl for eachh sex.
A wax tager is then set afloat on the surface of

each Lowl, and those persons who have the good |

feriune to have their names burned simultaneously
will te married during the year.

Cn the sume evening the single ladies and gen- -

tlemen of the higher clasee-
vants, while these vl are not. so happy as to
have one, go out themeelves, and, stopping the
first perzon of the “opposite sex whom they see,
they¥emand his or her first name. This is care-

.
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fully treagured ; for, of course, itis the nume of .

the future spouse.
This belief certainly affords an excellent oppor-

tunity to an enterprising younz man who is not

unwilling to expend a small sum in bribery to fix
his nume favorably in the memory of his lady
Jove, and we should not be surprised if the names
were often obtained in that way. ‘

There are many other' superstitions’ pw::txeed
vLtich are mostly similar to the German ones, and
the worst is that they are very genemlly beheved
in, and not Ly the iznorant alone., - °

" THE GERMAN NEW YEAR. .

M Germany every one sits up to watch in the
New Year and spends the timein social pleasures.
Among the peasantry and lower classes super-
stitions, of course, abound. Pouring lead, how-
ever, is practiced among all kinds of people, and
certsinly very much sport is oftdn derived from
the practice.

"Lhere is one old superstltron that, if a person
ehculd cry on New-Year's Day, he will mmeet with
some great grief during the year. In consequence
of tkis Lelief, of course, all try to keep bright
and cheerful on that day, . and postpone all sor-
row till the next, on which, on that account,
you ave apt to see many cross faces. For th(,
timie Leing, however, it has a very good effect.

TLe reaszant girls have also a way of discov-
ering when they are to be married. They sit
down flat on the floor, with their backs to the
entrauce of the room and their feet siretched
out in front. 'Then, throving up their right foot,
they - }uck the..r shoe over thur head. 1If the
slioe shouldafameuanvht. with the toe pointing |
to the do-er, 1t¢mgniﬁes that they are to be mar.
ried ‘during . the : 3car, and they are, of course,
baipy. In the. other; ﬁase they are cross and (llb..
contented. From the pecuhantv and - freedom of
the movemert of the hmhs reqmrcd by this par-
ticular rite, it is, of course,’ reqmaue thaball
epeetatcrs Le excluded from the room durmg ita”
ccmmuance lhe belicf in it is very common.

Anotker way of discovering the name of the
future spouse is, as the clock sirikes twelve,: 1o

carefully peel an apple all the way from top to”

Lottom; then "holding the peel by the upper end,
tetween' the thumb and first finger, it is to be
thrown on the floor exa,etly behind yourself, and,
of conrfe, it forms tbe initial letter of the th’ls-
tisn name of the gentleman or lady with whom
you cre ta umte  your destinies.” "If the peel break,
or any ether acerdent happens, you are doomed
1 21 emgle blessedness, and there is no help for : you
except to eucceed better another time. |

But if you wish to sce the face 0f your fature

_ spouse, we can algo inform yoir how to do it, pro-
vided you be a lady.. - As the clock strikes twelve,
on New-Yéar's IIve yowmust take two wax cin-
d]ee of a- uniform hen:,ht, and proceed into a dark
reom m whlch there is & mirror with a table be-
fere lt Settmg the candles. on each srde of the
taLle, yeu llllhﬁ 'Touk steadily into the mirror for
the spave of one hour,,at the end .of which time
you. will: see, the, fuce . of your future husband.

‘But,unless you:be a person of strong nerves, we

- advise you not to try this experzment as it has

Leing produced by excceding fear at the appeas-

. ange of some chance persoit or the sound  of some..
‘sudden noise.

' had” depoerted “their- & goid and fr’”

.Tetain, and he would soon come and woo her.

Another method for the same eb_;eet whleh was

formerly often adopted, wag for the. girl toset a

table for two, but inprovided with forks. At this
she must git during the witching hour, and her
future husband would come ;and sup with her.

‘Whatever he left "behind him - she must carefully

But
it was necessary that she must keep the article
from his sight’ ferever after, or he. would remem-
ber the dreadful pain which his inv oluntary noc-
turnal vrsrt had cost h:m, and wvd take a dread-
ful revenge.

.On New. Year's’ Eve, in the villages there used
to o around a lot of vagabends who in front of

each Jousé acted & sort of ¢ miracle. play,” in
which Herod and the Three Wise Men of the East
acted a nreat . part, the. latter of wnom,
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. “willingnessto accept of & small- gratuity to help

- tamly be established here.

them on their journey. . The_whole affair bocame

at lust such a scene of riot and drsmpatron as to
call for the interference of . the police, who accord-
ingly put a -tep to it towards the end of the l.r-t
century.

There are, no doubf, other matters which’ bf,leng
to New-Year's Eve and Day in Germany, but they
are confined merely to districts, while what we
have narrated i is umvereal througheuL the eountry.

I\E“ -YLAL 8 Ih FI':AI\OL
The celebration of New-Year s.D::,y, by the

TParisians, has already been alluded to, in & former
Recently, however, the habit of making
calls on that day has greatly ceased, and in its

article.

place tuere has originated, as also in Vienna and
other European cities, a customn which should cer-
1t 1s that a person who
is unwilling to spend the necessary immense
amount of time in visiting his friends; or in send-
ing them cards, gives a sum of money to a certain

benevolent institution, which institution then pub- -

lishes, in, the papers and by placards, the names of
all such donators, who are thereupon entitled, by
commion consent, to the same rights and prwllegee
as if they had presented themselves at cach houss
in person. If -our City continues to increase as
immensely as it has becn doing, it will be necea-
ssry for us to adopt a similar method of getting
over the iabor of making New-Year's calls.

In former times the Parisians celebrated, on
this day, the so-called ** Festival of Fools,” during

Presents were. centlened to be” glven on New x\hrﬂh all m'mners of absurditics and indecencies

were -commitied. Fmally, after & continuance of

_two hundred. and forty years, it Was put a stop to
by the Gnvemmentw A

PR . . . ,
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~In other parts. of Franee the common’ peeple 80

- ( PPy

Pcpu[ar Anﬂgmms. 1t is as follows:

“A guilaneuf de céans
On le voit & sa fendtre,

- Avec son petit bonnet. blane,
11 dit qu’ 1? sera le Maitre,
Metrale Pot au fen; '

. Donnez nous, ma bonne Dame
‘Donnez nous Aguilanenf.”

“ A mighty pleasant. speech,. but a very unwel-
coee peroration,” Aguilureuf being derived from

Guy-lan-neuf, the ancient French name for.- New-

Year's gifts. '

In those parts of France ehreh berder o Ger-
mzny, the same customs and beliefs as in' that
country, of course prevail. The Irencli peasuntry,
however, do not seem to make as much of the day
as the German. In Burgundy, for instance, they
celebrate Chiistmas with great enthusiasm, but we
canpot hear of any peculiar rites cenneeted wrth

New-Yeur's.
JOUN BULL'S NEW-YEAR,

Among the middle and higher classes of Old

- exccpt by convivial parties, who watch out the old

 prevell in
 your first visitor op New-Year's Day, and, moved
Lx politeness, you should be injudicious enoufrh to -
dev-ber in,-<ill-luck will be sure to rest upon your

year and the new one in, and soon after find a
cenifortable resting-place under the table. The

bells of churches are also rung from a little before

till after 12 o'clock.

Aracng the peasantry, however, therearz many
superstitions connceted with it, most of which also
Scotland. Thus, ifa female should be

heuscheld dunng the celmng year:: *~ Nor-must-any..

ashes, or dirty “water, or rubbish, or any article;".

Lkowever worthless, he ‘thrown frem your house
duriug the day,—for with them luck will depart,
gnd you will become unfortunate. DBut you may
Lring as much a8 you wish into the house, provided
it Leluwfully gotten. |

In Lincoln and its neighborhood, it is only uu.

lucky to take something out before anything has
Therefore, one can see on New-. -
Year's morning the members of a family taking in
a piece of wood or coal, or anything, in fict, to .
prevent the mlsfertunee which might thermee |

Leen breug,ht in.

happen. - They often sing, meanw hlle—-

*Take out, then take iny
“Bud Iu(.k will begin. -
Take in, then take out?
Good luck comes about. L

_after t.hey-;

1t is alco believed' that if any one should take a
light from your house on New-Year's Day, there
will be o death in the family within a yeir ; for
which resson we would warn all gentleme'l about |

to leave a house agamet llghtmg their cigars in-
gide.

the Romans, for Hosprixian tells us that at Rome on

‘New-Year's I}ay no one would’ suffer fire or any-

thing made of iron to be removed from ‘out of his
hcute, nor could he be prevailed upon to lend any
armle even to his best friends.

On the authority of the Skepherd's Kalender for
1709, we may state that * if New-Year’s Day in

Both of these superstltmns seem to be derived frem '-

the morning open with dusky red clouds, it denotes
strifes and debates among great ones, and many

roLberies to happen that year.” We shall there-

fore be enabled to tell whether . the European war

will continue, and if the session of Congress will
be a etormy one or not. .We recommeund this

method to the members of the Stock Board. Im . |

Ecotland on the last day.of the year the children

| go from door to door asking for bread and chzese,

called “ Nog Money,” in the followings words:

set up, gude wife, and binno sweir, (be not luzy,)
And deal yourcukes and cheese while you ure here,
Yor the tinie will come when yell be dead,
_And neither need your cheese’ nor brea(

- Most certuinly an agreeable agsurance. We
must confess that the following, used on similar

: ocChsions, pleases us better, thoughless inteliigible:

£L I_l m y
Trol(l)gla;nq'}
- (e me o' your white breud

- I’} hae nane of your grey.,”

There are_many other similar effusions of the
popular bards of uncient time, drﬂeung -slightly,
but all agreeing in on- point,—in expressing their
willingness to aecept sonething to eat’and drink.

There is another practlce requiring also” much !

‘superstition, which is yet frequently used  in some
ports of Great Britain, Tt is cilled “opening the

Bible,” and the ceremony. attended with gome de_
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,_J*)_,zxeue in his Christiiiis ‘\Iueque, spesks of ouc
‘wio ‘ hag an crange and rosemary, but not a clove

gree of folemnity, is performed’ generally | before
breakfast, as it must be done fasting. |

‘The process is thus pertonned The Bible hav-
ing becen placed upon the table unepened .the per-

“son who wishes to consult it approaches and opens

it at’ random, net being ullowed to choose any par-’
ticalar part. He must then place his finger upor
any chapterin the two open pages, whleh chapter
is thereupon to be read aloud to the persons pres-
ent. The good or bad luck, the huppiness or mise-
ry of the party consultmg, it is believed, will be in
some maunner described in the chapter. L
In the North of England there yet cxist many

couplets connectéed with-this period of the year,
among whicly we find it 8aid that,

‘At New-Year's tide

The days lengthen a cock’s stride.
andalso. I

. 1f the grass grows in Janiveer,-
It grows the worse for's all the yedr.

And in the Scotch Highlands we h‘ve the fellew— k

ing predictions from the wind:

1f New-Yedr's Eve's night wind blow eeuth
It Letokeneth warmth and: growth ; R

- It west, mueh milk, and tiah i in the bea, N
If nerth ‘much cold and storms there will be ;
If ¢usi, the trees will Liear much fruit ;
f nertheuet flee it, men and brute.

Another custom- exists in some parts of Eng-
land; where persons carry around ornameuntal ap-
ples or orunges, and present them to their friends
on New-Yeur's day. They have three skewers of

“wood stuck;diithe bottom, forming aBort of: trlpod'f
1 i»ifoundallen,»“hﬂe:the«rsrdes are. adosned with .oat-

My, rrh™ at the mfant Jesns, feet, expressed theu' grnma and the top with evergreens and berries. -

This custem seems to be an old one, for BF\:

to stick in it.” A gilt nutmeg isalso mentioned
as 4 New-Year's gift. :

{n ancient times, also, the geod peop]e took
eme of the gobling and faivies on New-Yeur's Eve
by setting out “mete or drynke, by nighte on the

benche,” in order to propitiate their favor. Al

*thevg'h we can find no trace of this now—a-deye, it

is still very possible that it is sometimes practiced
in some of the nm:ore lgnorant districts of England. |
We bave thus reluted many of the customs and |
superstitions in Great Britain connected with New-
Year's, 1here are very many to which, from want |
of room, we have not alfuded, but most of them
dlﬁer onl} in very small partizulars from those we |
have ‘given, In the other European countries of
vwhose manners in' regard to New-Yeur's we he.ve
any account, they do not differ materially. And,
a5 we have said, in all, on the evening bemre peo- \
ple go around, sing approprmte songs, and em.pece
scmething more substuntial iu rt.turn We read
that.the uncient Persiuns. opened their New ¥ ear |
with Agricultural ceremonies, a practice which the |
C hmese also are said to follow. |

- Of our New-York havits in regard to. the dey, |

we of course necd say. nothmb Its:good points
are, that it gives an occasion for again calling on

a lady ‘whoin You huve had no opportunity of seee

ing for-a leug time, or oni a fdmrly with whom yeu'_-
have huad a falling out and being able to see wheth-
er the other party wishes also to resume -the ac-.
quaintance. ‘Thus it often brings about reconcilia-
tums. 1ts, bad pomts are, that it has beeome ‘m{,

,,,,,

.:, Yy ' 1
around from house to: louse smgm 2 approprmte ‘ly ef the v.me eo red W hen oﬁered to them by._

gongr, for which they obtain small glfts. ‘Ong 58
the prettiest of thege .songs we find .given in and’e ;

of .my of these CllStOlﬂb or bllp(.lSt:lthI]S, the duy-

,1t:~.e1f is a glorious one, and affords fine material

for reflecticn. And to allow our readers to en_'[oy

this material, we will closc by wishing them all ¢ a
Harry New-YEAR.



